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Lubbock Sports Recognized as 2016 Champion of Economic Impact  

in Sports Tourism by Sports Destination Management Magazine 

 
(LUBBOCK) — Sports Destination Management magazine recently recognized Lubbock Sports 
as a 2016 Champion of Economic Impact. The Lubbock Sports Team was honored for their 
efforts in recruiting and hosting the National Junior College Athletic Association’s (NJCAA) 
Division I Women’s Basketball Championship, which was held in Lubbock in March 2016. 
 
While the “Hub City” has hosted many NJCAA events in the past, this was the first time for the 
women’s basketball championship to be hosted outside of Salina, Kan. The six-day event 
brought in thousands of attendees. It also resulted in an estimated $1.24 million in economic 
impact for the local community.  
 
Sports Destination Management magazine established these annual awards to recognize strong 
players in the sports tourism industry that continue to make great strides in driving revenue into 
host cities. The Lubbock Sports Team was one of 15 groups to be recognized as a Mid- to Large 
Market Champion.  
 
“Nominations exceeded expectations. We were overwhelmed by the volume and scope of entries 
— from team to individual, across all disciplines and all levels of play,” Fonda Johnson, 
publisher of Sports Destination Management magazine, said. 
 
“It is truly an honor to be recognized as a 2016 Champion of Economic Impact,” John Osborne, 
president and CEO of Visit Lubbock & Lubbock Sports, said. “It is our goal to continue to attract 
events of this caliber to our wonderful city, which ultimately positively impacts the pocketbooks 
of Lubbockites. Because of the sports tournaments and meetings held in Lubbock in 2015, more 
than $647 was saved per household in property taxes.” 
 
The NJCAA Division I Women’s Basketball Championship will be hosted in Lubbock again in 
2017 and 2018. 
	
	

About Visit Lubbock and Lubbock Sports 
Visit Lubbock is Lubbock’s official Convention & Visitors Bureau, charged with increasing the 
activity of leisure, sports, meeting and convention travel to Lubbock. Since 2004, Visit Lubbock 
and Lubbock Sports have booked more than 4,925 events or conventions, resulting in 4.26 
million visitors, 1.5 million room nights and over $461 million in direct economic impact to the 



Lubbock area. For more information, or to receive a free Visitor’s Guide, please call 
800.692.4035 or go to VisitLubbock.org. For our latest events, check out our Facebook page at 
Facebook.com and search for Visit Lubbock and/or Lubbock Sports. 
 
About Sports Destination Management 
Sports Destination Management is written for the largest audience of sports event managers and 
tournament directors in the sports tourism market and maintains a focus on the important issues 
surrounding event location decisions and event management. With content from experts and 
thought leaders, Sports Destination Management provides in-depth coverage of sports event 
planning and execution through incisive and relevant articles as well as insightful, real-world 
case studies showcasing best practices and successful event production. 
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