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Lubbock Hotel Motel Association and Visit Lubbock 

Announce Winners of Tourism Industry Awards  

 

(LUBBOCK) – In partnership with the Lubbock Hotel Motel Association (LHMA), Visit Lubbock 

hosted the third annual Live Love Lubbock Luncheon on Wednesday, May 6 in celebration of National 

Travel & Tourism Week. The luncheon, hosted at the Bayer Museum of Agriculture, honored Lubbock’s 

ambassadors and professionals of the travel, tourism and hospitality industry. 

 

The LHMA presented their annual Tourism Trumpeter Award to Mary Saathoff, Ph.D., president and 

CEO at the Lubbock Symphony Orchestra (LSO). The Tourism Trumpeter Award is given to an 

individual outside of the travel, tourism and hospitality industry who has made a positive impact on the 

local industry. 

 

“On behalf of LHMA, we are so honored and humbled that Ms. Saathoff is the recipient this year,” Rob 

Meyer, owner of the Arbor Inn and Suites and president of the LHMA, said. “She is by far one of the 

hardest working and most ambitious people in our industry, and Lubbock is fortunate to have her running 

our symphony.” 

 

Mary Saathoff assumed the role of the LSO’s President and CEO in February 2007 after serving as the 

Interim Executive Director. Dr. Saathoff’s interest in the community’s cultural endeavors is evident in her 

education and business experience and affiliations. She earned her Ph.D. in Fine Arts (Music) from Texas 

Tech University, was co-owner of George Robinson Violins and was senior director of Corporate 

Foundation Scholarships at Texas Tech University prior to coming to the LSO. She is an active member 

in St. John’s United Methodist Church and its choir and has served on the boards of South Plains Suzuki 

Strings Foundation and Lubbock Moonlight Musicals. Mary continues to combine her love of music and 

business experience to further the arts in the Lubbock community and the Lubbock Symphony Orchestra.  

 

Today’s luncheon also included the presentation of two awards from Visit Lubbock. The awards were 

given to individuals who have established recognition, accomplished success, created positive change and 

built notoriety in the travel, tourism and hospitality industry. The Rising Star Award, given to an 

individual with five years or less of experience, was awarded to Steven Skolnik, general manager at 

Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham. In his few years in the industry, Skolnik has accomplished tremendous 

success and shows passion for the service industry.  

 

This year’s Heart of Hospitality Award, given to an individual with five or more years of experience, was 

awarded to Tonja Hagy, marketing coordinator at the Louise Hopkins Underwood Center for the Arts. 

Tonja has been the face for the arts in Lubbock and has worked to integrate artists and their work for the 

betterment of the community. She promotes Lubbock and the arts with devotion and excitement. 

 

“Both of these individuals have shown passion and ambition during their years in the hospitality 

industry,” John Osborne, president and CEO of Visit Lubbock and the Lubbock Economic Development 



Alliance, said. “It’s dedication like theirs that helps us keep Lubbock’s friendly and hospitable 

reputation.” 

 

During the luncheon, attendees were also informed about the positive impact of travel on Lubbock. For 

more information about the impact of tourism, visit livelovelubbock.org. For more information about the 

LHMA, visit lubbockhotelmotel.org. 

 

To celebrate the tourism industry and its benefits, the U.S. Congress passed a joint resolution in 1983 to 

designate the first full week of May as National Travel & Tourism Week. The week is celebrated so that 

local citizens may become educated and excited about what their city has to offer for visitors and how the 

money spent by tourists positively affects the local economy.  

 

 

About Visit Lubbock 

Visit Lubbock is Lubbock’s official Convention & Visitors Bureau, charged with increasing the activity of leisure, 

sports, meeting and convention travel to Lubbock. Since 2004, Visit Lubbock has booked more than 3,579 events 

or conventions, resulting in 2.86 million visitors, 943,570 room nights, and $297 million in direct economic impact 

to the Lubbock area. For more information, or to receive a free Visitor Guide, please call 800.692.4035 or go to 

VisitLubbock.org. For our latest events, check out our Facebook page at Facebook.com and search for Visit 

Lubbock and/or Lubbock Sports. 
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