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Shaped by a legendary ranching history and 

agriculture heritage, Lubbock offers the experience 

of a lifetime for visitors. Whether it’s at the National 

Ranching Heritage Center for a look into the life of 

early settlers, or a tour around the area’s largest 

cotton gin, a rich history awaits you in the “Hub 

City.”

AGRICULTURE EVENTS
ABC Pro Rodeo
This annual event, held in April at the City Bank Coliseum, 
includes favorite rodeo events such as steer wrestling, 
barrel racing, mutton bustin’ and bull riding.

Lubbock Winter Rodeo Series
Held every Saturday night from October through April at 
the South Plains Livestock Pavilion, guests can watch 
professionals and amateurs participate in a wide variety 
of rodeo events. Group rates and motorcoach parking 
are available. 

The Maize
Each fall, James and Patti Simpson of At’l Do Farms 
transform their 12-acre corn field into an “amazing 
maize.” By day or by night, this is an adventure sure to 
challenge your wits. After navigating through the maize, 
take a hayride, pick a pumpkin, shoot the corn cannon or 
reserve a campfire for your group.

National Cowboy Symposium & Celebration
Cowboy poets, musicians, storytellers, artists, chuck wagon 
cooks, cowboys and more celebrate the largest presentation 
in the U.S. of ranching and the western way of life every 
September. Catered lunch space and motorcoach parking are 
available.

National Ranching Heritage Center
The National Ranching Heritage Center is bustling with historical 
events throughout the year. Heritage Halloween celebrates 
trick-or-treaters with period-correct treats reflecting the life of a 
pioneer. Also reflecting the pioneer way is the Candlelight at the 
Ranch, one of Lubbock’s most famous events. This celebration 
offers a glimpse into yuletide traditions that took place more 
than 100 years ago. Similarly, Ranch Day visitors will enjoy the 
recreated, authentic settings reflective of ranching from the 
1780s to the present.

Texas Tech Rodeo
Held each fall, this intercollegiate competition is the highlight 
of the year for the Texas Tech University Rodeo Program and 
includes team roping, bull riding, steer wrestling and more. 
Group Rates and motorcoach parking are available. 
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VISIT THE “HUB CITY”

American Wind Power Center
windmill.com
Home to more than 170 rare and fully restored windmills spread 
out on 28 acres of rolling hills, the American Wind Power Center 
is known as the largest windmill museum in the world. After 
viewing the collection, be sure to check out the 6,000-square-
foot “Legacy of the Wind” mural that represents the past, present 
and future of the windmill. It took the artist, LaGina Fairbetter, two 
years to paint the larger-than-life mural. Visitors are sure to leave 
with a deeper understanding and appreciation of the American-
style, water-pumping windmills that shaped much of the country’s 
pioneering technology efforts.
� Entry fee - call for group rates
� Docent-led tours by reservation
� Catered lunch space available
� On-site gift shop
� Motorcoach parking available

Apple Country at Hi-Plains Orchards
applecountryorchards.com
West Texas breezes carry the fresh scent of more than 6,000 
apple and peach trees to those who visit Apple Country at Hi-
Plains Orchards. Pick your own apples or purchase jams, jellies, 
local raw honey, fresh veggies from the garden, and apple pies 
and cakes in the unique gift shop, bakery or Country Café. 
Designed as a pick-your-own operation, the 30-year-old orchard 
is comprised of 30 varieties of apples.

Bayer Museum of Agriculture
agriculturehistory.org
The Bayer Museum of Agriculture feautures interactive exhibits 
and historical displays dating back to the pioneering years 
of agriculture. Unique exhibits include 71 pedal tractors, 700 
collectible toy tractors, a 1920s replica Blacksmith shop, an 
exhibit on the history of cotton ginning and more. 
� Free admission - donation suggested
� Docent-led tours by reservation
� On-site gift shop
� Motorcoach parking available
 
National Ranching Heritage Center (NRHC)
nrhc.ttu.edu
This 16-acre site houses 48 structures dating back to the 1700s, 
which have been authentically restored and furnished. There is 
even a structure on site that played host to President Theodore 
Roosevelt in the 1830s. It’s guaranteed that visitors will experience 
the real West like they never have before at the NRHC.
� Free admission - donation suggested
� Docent-led tours by reservation
� Catered lunch space available
� On-site gift shop
� Motorcoach parking available 

Five major highways intersect Lubbock, making it easily 
accessible. Plus, the Lubbock Preston Smith International 
Airport is serviced by several major airlines with many daily 
non-stop flights. 

FUN FACTS
� Cotton is the No. 1 cash crop of the High Plains of Texas.

� Cotton growers on the High Plains produce, on average, 4 
million bales per year, which is about ¼ of the nation’s crop.

� On average, the High Plains cotton crop is enough to make 
nearly 1 billion pairs of jeans. That’s enough for everyone in 
the U.S. to have two pairs!

Regional Cotton Growing Operations and Cotton Gins
Lubbock is the heart of cotton country, and Visit Lubbock 
works with a variety of cotton growers and cotton ginners 
throughout the region who open their facilities to guests. The 
best time to experience cotton growing is in the early fall, and 
peak ginning season is during the winter.

Texas Tech University Animal and Food Sciences
depts.ttu.edu/afs
The Animal and Food Sciences Department at Texas Tech 
offers tours of the Gordon W. Davis Meat Science Laboratory, 
the University Farm in New Deal, Texas and the Burnett 
Research Center. Faculty members, time permitting, are 
also available to visit with groups regarding specific areas of 
interest. Meals are available at COWamongus, an on-campus 
restaurant that is managed by the Animal and Food Sciences 
Department.
� Admission fees based on lab supplies needed
� Tours led by Animal and Food Sciences students and staff
� Motorcoach parking available

Wineries 
visitlubbock.org
Enjoy wine tastings and tours at Lubbock’s five local 
wineries. From award-winning wine to stunning architecture 
and annual events, indulge your senses as you learn the 
winemaking process.


